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New River Gorge Trail Alliance Newsletter
1st Quarter 2017
Happy New Year to members of the New River Gorge Trail Alliance and trail supporters everywhere.
This is the first newsletter of the NRGTA. We will be publishing the newsletter quarterly and distributing
it by email to members and friends of the Trail Alliance. As you will see in the following pages, there are
a lot of exciting trail projects in the works in our area. Please share this newsletter with people who
support trail development in our area and encourage them to join the NRGTA. As our membership
grows and more people get involved in promoting trail development, we will gain even more
momentum to create a world class trail system in the New River Gorge Region. I would like to thank the
people who contributed articles to the newsletter and encourage members to submit articles and
pictures to be included in future issues. Articles can include updates on trail projects in your area,
suggestions for trail projects or other items of interest. Articles or comments can be submitted by
emailing them to Bill Wells at bwells7027@gmail.com. We hope you enjoy this newsletter and thank
you for your support of the New River Gorge Trail Alliance.

NRGTA and WVCC Receive $140,000 ARC Power Grant for Trail Planning
NRGTA applied for a $140,000 Appalachian Regional Commission Power Grant through WV Connecting
Communities. We are pleased to announce that ARC awarded the grant in late September and work on
the project began October 1st. The grant is entitled “Linking Trails and Communities to Spawn Economic
Growth and Wellness: The Southern West Virginia Bike Trail Network” and the project goal is to develop
a plan and feasibility study for a recreation trail extending from Richwood and the Monongahela
National Forest in Nicholas County through Fayetteville, Oak Hill and Mt. Hope and ending on the Paint
Creek Trail in Fayette County. The trail will include and connect the Tri Rivers Trail on the Cherry and
Gauley Rivers, The Meadow River Rail Trail, trails in the New River Gorge and the White Oak Rail Trail in
Oak Hill. Other points of interest along the trail include the town of Quinwood, Babcock State Park,
Thurmond, Nallen, Adventures on the Gorge, Fayetteville High School, Walmart Shopping Center
(Fayetteville), Wolf Creek Park, Minden, ACE Adventure Resort, Arrowhead Bike Farm, Cantrell’s
Adventure Center and Plum Orchard Lake. The proposed Needles Eye Boulder Park will also be on the
proposed trail route. Much of the trail will follow existing scenic low traffic public roads or rail trails.
Some sections will require the acquisition of right of ways from private landowners. When completed,
over 150 miles of continuous trail will be available for the public. Steve Jones and Brenda Korte were
instrumental in preparing the grant application and receiving the award. The following article giving an
update on the grant project was submitted by Project Manager Billy Strasser.
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Hello NRGTA members,
As you probably know, we recently received a $140,000 grant for a feasibility study for hike and bike
trails in Nicholas and Fayette Counties. Funding came from the Appalachian Regional Commission in
September, and work began under this grant on October 1, 2016. Some highlights of our work thus far
include:
-Researching possible routes for the trails, with the help of Steve Jones, Brenda Korte, Bill Wells, and
Andy Forron
-Creating maps, with the help of Marvin Davis and support from the City of Oak Hill
-Gathering estimates for repairs to damaged trails, with the help of Bill Wells
-Gathering estimates for construction of new trails as needed, with the help of Chris Banks
-Sending out inquiries to landowners for right-of-way agreements, with the help of realtor Janet Proctor
-Negotiating with large landowners such as Weyerhaeuser and the Nuttall corporation, with the help of
Ed Maguire of the Highlands Group
-Meeting with project partners, including the Hatfield and McCoy Trails, the National Park Service, the
US Forest Service, Fayette and Nicholas county governments, WV State Parks, the Boy Scouts of
America, Active Southern West Virginia, West Virginia Connecting Communities, the City of Fayetteville
and other city governments, and private businesses
-Working with the West Virginia Department of Transportation (Division of Highways) to get their
partnership on the project, as the trail will use their roads in places
-Publicizing our efforts via a press release and Facebook page, with the help of Andy Forron
Money from this feasibility study is administered by the non-profit West Virginia Connecting
Communities, and the grant lasts through August 2017. By that time, we hope to have received an
Implementation grant from ARC, which will allow us to begin trail construction and follow up on many of
the good ideas started under the feasibility study. Region 4 will oversee the Implementation grant.
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Oak Hill Trail Projects Update
The White Oak Rail Trail will be upgraded with pedestrian level aesthetic lighting and security from
Jones Avenue to Central Avenue with help from the state of West Virginia's Transportation Alternatives
Grant Program. The same program has awarded Oak Hill with 60,000 dollars for the design of pedestrian
and bike improvements from the intersection of Virginia and Central, south up Central Avenue to Main
Street, and East on Main Street to the US19 bridge. This project will allow Oak Hill to begin creating a
safe walkable corridor between the White Oak Rail Trail and the Main Street business district.
These grants will also begin the process of connecting the White Oak Rail Trail and Oak Hill's Main Street
to the NPS Trails via a proposed Rend Trail connector. The trailhead for the NPS Rend Trail lies
approximately 2 miles from Oak Hill's Main Street. Through careful research, staff of the City of Oak Hill
and the New River Gorge Regional Development Authority have developed a plan to connect Oak Hill's
Main Street to the Rend Trail through public right of ways, share the road designations, and developing
currently undeveloped sections of abandoned railbed. This project, when complete, will provide Oak Hill
residents with direct access to the trail system of the New River Gorge.
Needleseye Park is over 300 acres of cliffs and boulders that lies within Oak Hill city limits and within a
short walk of Oak Hill's Main Street. Oak Hill is currently awaiting a decision by the Outdoor Heritage
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purchase of the property from its current owners. While within city limits, Needleseye will provide an
incredible hiking, climbing, bouldering, biking and sightseeing experience for people of all ages. Through
a short connector trail, Needleseye Park will also connect to the proposed Main Street to Rend Trail,
connecting the park to both Oak Hill's Main Street and the NPS trails. The NRGTA regional trail network
will connect to these trail projects and the Needleseye Park.

Photos of the Proposed Needleseye Park – Oak Hill, WV
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Photos and article submitted by Adam Hodges – Fayette County Agent, New River Gorge Regional
Development Authority

Fayetteville Recreation Trail Kickoff Meeting Held
The Town of Fayetteville received a $280,000 FLAP Grant for the construction of the Fayetteville
Recreation Trail. The 4 mile long trail will start at the Town Park Trailhead at the New River Gorge
National River Park and wind its way through downtown Fayetteville and then loop its way around the
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road trail in the downtown area and a 10 foot wide packed gravel trail once it leaves downtown. The
Kickoff meeting for the Fayetteville Recreation Trail project was held in December at Fayetteville Town
Hall. Mayor Dennis Hanson, Town Superintendent Bill Lanham and Bill Wells met with Will Thornton of
Terradon Engineering and Mark Scoular, Gary Graley and Steve Engelhardt of the WVDOH to discuss the
scope of work and project schedule. The WVDOH is the grant administrator and Terradon Engineering
will complete the design work and construction oversight of the project. The Town of Fayetteville will
provide labor and equipment to build the trail. Cascade Properties, LLC and other landowners will
donate permanent easements or right of ways. The Fayetteville Recreation Trail will be part of the
NRGTA regional trail system.

Mt. Hope Trail Projects Update
Active Southern West Virginia continues to work towards the development of the Mount Hope
Rail Trail, which will run 3.5 miles out of town along Mill Creek and connect to Garden Ground
Road, which leads to the network of trails within the New River Gorge National River area.
Conversations with CSX regarding the abandoned section of railroad are ongoing and are likely
to reach an agreeable conclusion in 2017. Funding for the trail's design and development has
not yet been secured.
The Mount Hope Rail Trail will tie into a city-wide network of designated bike/walk routes along
the streets of Mount Hope. The installation of outdoor fitness stations will be a benefit
for visitors and residents using the trails and increase opportunities for healthy lifestyles. The
city of Mount Hope and Active Southern West Virginia are hoping to work out an arrangement
with Summit Bechtel Reserve that would allow the development of a trail through their
property connecting Mount Hope to Glen Jean. This would allow Mount Hope's trails to tie into
the connectivity plan currently being worked on by the New River Gorge Trail Alliance.
Section of the Proposed Mt. Hope Rail Trail
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Outdoor Fitness Station along Mt. Hope Fitness Trail

Article and photos submitted by Andy Davis – Pedestrian, Bike and Trail Coordinator for Active
Southern West Virginia

Garden Ground Stacked Loop Trail System
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near Mt Hope and The Summit Bechtel Reserve. A stacked loop trail system consists of multiple trails
laid out in loops that connect to one another in ways that allow trail users a variety of route options. The
Garden Ground Stacked Loop Trail System will consist of three main loops and two connectors between
each loop built on top a plateau with three more connectors down to the New River.
Open to hikers, runners and mountain bikers, this stacked loop system is designed to complement the
nearby Arrowhead Stacked Loop System. The Arrowhead System has 15 miles of easy and intermediate
trails close to Fayetteville, WV. The main 3 loops and 2 connectors of the Garden Ground trails will all be
intermediate level difficulty, while connections down to the river will be more difficult. Connections will
also be made to existing easy trails within the New River Gorge and a planned bike path connecting to
the community of Mt Hope. There is already an existing easy trail bisecting Loop 1 called Terry Top Trail.
Boy Scouts through the Order of the Arrow and community volunteers through the New River Bicycle
Union and Active SWV have worked together to build about 3.5 miles of the first 5-mile loop. When
completed, the 20.4-mile Garden Ground Stacked Loop Trail System will likely pull a higher portion of
the visitation and recreation use within the New River Gorge into Mount Hope, which will become
known as a welcoming Trail Town, providing services for trail users. Mount Hope has trail linkage plans,
and has a new bike fix-it station conveniently located downtown.
If you’re interested in helping develop this exciting new trail system, check out
http://www.newriverbicycleunion.org/. Article and photo submitted by Phil Waidner – Wheels
Program Manager, Summit Bechtel Reserve

A team of NRBU volunteers and NPS employees scope out completed work on Loop 1 of the Garden
Ground Trails.
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Piney Creek Trail Project and Update
The following article is an overview of the Piney Creek Trail Project in Beckley and an update on the
current status of the project from Gary Morefield, President of the Raleigh County Cycle Club.
The Piney Creek trail is a bold plan to connect Beckley to the New River Gorge National River via a
hiking/biking trail extending through the Piney Creek Gorge. The project is a cooperative endeavor
among Piney Creek Watershed Association, Raleigh County Cycle Club, National Park Service, and
Raleigh County Airport Authority with support from the Raleigh County Commission and the City of
Beckley. The 12 mile trail will permit access to the most remote and scenic portions of the Piney Creek
Watershed. (See the attached map.)
The initial 2.5 mile section of the trail near the Raleigh County Memorial Airport was created with the
help of Boy Scouts during the National Scout Jamboree in July 2013. Over four days, 80 scouts per day
helped to clear brush, move rocks, cut roots, and dig and level the trail. “I want to thank you from the
bottom of my heart,” Gary Morefield, PCWA board member, told the scouts. “This trail is something I’ve
been dreaming of for eight years.”
Click this link to read a scouts perspective on the trail effort
http://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2013/07/17/venturers-from-hawaii-colo-complete-day-of-service-wit
h-a-smile/
The plan for the trail includes a trail head near the YMCA soccer complex. An existing abandoned
roadbed will carry the trail down into the gorge from the soccer fields and utilize abandoned bridge
piers to cross the creek. A side trail will extend to the ruins of the Beckley Mill, an area currently under
development by the city of Beckley as a scenic and historic site.
Once across the creek the trail will climb up the airport before again descending into the gorge heading
toward the mouth of Piney Creek at the New River where the trail will connect with planned National
Park trail system.
Once completed the trail will provide access to some of the most beautiful and picturesque areas of
Raleigh County and contribute to people’s appreciation for our watershed resources.
UPDATE ! So far we have chosen a project engineer and we have completed a site visit with DOH/DOT
and the engineers last spring. We are now waiting for the engineering work so that we can hire a trail
builder. I hope this happens sometime this coming spring. I also have finished the trails in and around
the YMCA Soccer Complex (We are still looking to expand this trail). The Soccer Complex trail will be
part of the connector trail that goes down to Alfred Beckley's (founder of Beckley) mill site ruins. The
soccer complex is important because this is one of the locations of a trail head plus it will connect to the
rail trail in Beckley which will be part of the NRGTA regional trail system. If you have any questions or
thoughts, my email address is garydmorefield@ gmail.com Thanks everyone for your support for this
project and all others that are happening in the surrounding communities. Our goal is not only to bring
economic growth to our area, but to improve health and wellness in the communities through trail
useage. In closing I would like you to please consider donating some time or funds for a project near
you. Thanks, Gary D Morefield - President of the Raleigh County Cycle Club.
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Meadow River Rail Trail damaged by June flooding, receives an $800,000 FEMA
Grant for Repairs
The Meadow River Trail sustained significant damage in the summer flooding that occurred in
Greenbrier, Fayette and Nicholas Counties. In Fayette County, the flood destroyed the finished trestle at
Russellville and caused blocked drainage, washed out sections of trail and stripped surface
improvements along the section between Nallen and Russellville. Fayette County has worked closely
with FEMA to apply for relief funds to repair the Meadow River Trail. The damage assessment has
recently been received by the Fayette County Emergency Services Director and work is expected to
begin in the spring to repair the trestle and trail.
The Greenbrier County Commission has applied for a similar FEMA grant for the Meadow River Rail Trail
section in Greenbrier County. Greenbrier County is also working with CSX to acquire the remaining 6.4
miles of rail bed to connect the Meadow River Rail Trail to Rainelle, WV.
Damaged rail bridge at Russellville, WV on the Meadow River Rail Trail
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Steel truss in river below bridge

Photos and article submitted by Adam Hodges – Fayette County Agent, New River Gorge Regional
Development Authority

Paint Creek Watershed Association to Petition Legislature to Designate the Paint
Creek Trail the Mary Draper Ingles Bicycle Trail.
Dwight Siemiaczko of the Paint Creek Watershed Association is petitioning the WV Legislature to
designate Paint Creek Road the Mary Draper Ingles Bicycle Trail. The road from Tamarack in Beckley to
the town of Pratt at the mouth of Paint Creek on the Kanawha River has share the road signage and is
listed as a scenic byway and part of the Coal Heritage Network. Designation as a bicycle trail requires
legislative approval and if approved, will increase exposure and bring more visitors to the Paint Creek
area. The NRGTA wrote a letter of support to the Fayette County Commission. The Kanawha and
Fayette County Commissions have agreed to write letters of support to the WV Legislature.

Monongahela National Forest Applying for Grant for Trail Maintenance and
Repair
The U.S. Forest Service is applying for an RTP grant to fund repair and improve trails damaged by the
June 2016 flood. The grant will cover mountain bike trails in the Gauley and Marlinton/White Sulfur
Ranger Districts. The NRGTA submitted a letter of support for the Forest Service grant application.

NRGTA Member Andy Forron Named Best Bike Mechanic by Blue Ridge
Outdoors Magazine.
Blue Ridge Outdoors Magazine named NRGTA Member Andy Forron, Owner of New River Bikes in
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2017 issue. Congratulations to Andy and also congratulations to Pies and Pints of Fayetteville who won
the award for best pizza in the Blue Ridge.

Kevin Rock, CPA elected to the position of Treasurer of NRGTA
The NRGTA Board has elected Kevin Rock as Treasurer of the organization. He will also be a member of
the board of directors. Kevin is married to Connie and has one child Jacob. He is an avid hiker and trail
supporter. Please join me in welcoming Kevin to the NRGTA. The other officers are Bill Wells –
President, Adam Hodges – Vice President and Jeff Evans – Secretary.

501C3 Non-Profit Status Approved
The NRGTA received approval of its application to be classified as a 501c3 tax exempt non-profit
organization. The approval was granted on November 10, 2016 and all contributions to the NRGTA
including membership fees made on April 26, 2016 or later are tax deductible.

The NRGTA is Now on Facebook
The NRGTA now has a Facebook page @NRGTA. Please visit, like and share our page with your friends
and keep up with the latest Trail Alliance news. Thanks to Andy Forron for setting up the NRGTA
Facebook page.

NRGTA to Join Fayette County Chamber of Commerce
The NRGTA has been invited to join the Fayette County Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber will
encourage its members to join the NRGTA and will use the Chamber website to help spread the word on
the NRGTA’s activities.

Welcome New Members
The NRGTA has begun its initial membership drive to expand our organization to include individuals,
families, corporations, non-profits and government entities. A copy of the membership application is
attached. Instructions for joining are on the application. Please encourage your friends and
organizations that you deal with to join. Membership fees will be used to fund the daily operations of
NRGTA and for matching funds for grant applications. Membership fees and donations are tax
deductible. Recent new members who have joined the NRGTA are listed below.
Individual Memberships
Hugh McCoy
Wes McDonald
David Thompson
Matt Wender
Doris Wells
Bard Wells
Sarah Wells
Kathy Ramsey

Fayetteville, WV
Oak Hill, WV
Chesapeake, OH
Oak Hill, WV
Pittsburgh, PA
Marion, IL
Pittsburgh, PA
Fayetteville, WV

Family Memberships
Steve Jones and Brenda Korte

Fayetteville, WV
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Billy Strasser and Sheri Quinn
Paul and Beth Bechly

Fayetteville, WV
Fayetteville, WV
Wilmington, DE

Corporate Memberships
Mountain Vacation Properties, LLC/Bill Wells
New River Bikes/Andy Forron
Wild Rock WV/Carl Frischkorn

Fayetteville, WV
Fayetteville, WV
Charlottesville, VA

Government/Non-Profit Memberships
City of Oak Hill/Marvin Davis
Town of Fayetteville/Bill Lanham
Fayette County Commission/Adam Hodges
Nicholas County Commission/Patty Neff
WV Connecting Communities/Dennis Strawn
Fayette County Chamber of Commerce/Sharon Cruikshank

Oak Hill, WV
Fayetteville, WV
Fayette County, WV
Nicholas County, WV
Charleston, WV
Fayette County, WV

Chris Carnefix to represent ACE Adventure Resort on the NRGTA Board of
Directors
ACE Adventure Resort has nominated Chris Carnefix to represent ACE on the NRGTA Board of Directors.
Chris will replace Dave Bassage who recently resigned his position on the Board. Thank you to Dave for
his service on the Board.

First General Membership Meeting of the NRGTA to be Held in Summersville,
Nicholas County
The first general membership meeting of the NRGTA will be held January 24, 2017 in the basement
meeting room at Town Hall at 400 North Broad Street in Summersville, WV in Nicholas County. Parking
is available across the street. The Board of Directors meeting will be held at 4:30 PM followed by the
general membership meeting at 6:00 PM. The general membership meeting is open to the public so
please encourage trail supporters that you know to attend. If you want to put a topic on the agenda,
please email a description of the topic to bwells7027@gmail.com. Thanks to Ray Moeller for setting up
the Nicholas County Meeting.

Future Meetings
NRGTA meetings will be held 6 times per year. A meeting will be held in each of the six counties in the
NRGTA region. The full 2017 Meeting Schedule is below.
January 24, 2017
March, 2017
May, 2017
July, 2017
September, 2017
November, 2017

Nicholas County
Greenbrier County
Summers County
Raleigh County
Fayette County
Kanawha County

Summersville Town Hall/4:30 PM BOD/6:00 PM General
Date and Time to be Determined
Date and Time to be Determined
Date and Time to be Determined
Date and Time to be Determined
Date and Time to be Determined
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Trail Photo Contest
The NRGTA is conducting a trail photo contest! Send us your best trail photo in the NRGTA Area and
include the location. We will publish the best photos and recognize the photographer in future issues of
the New River Gorge Trail Alliance Quarterly Newsletter.

Contact the NRGTA
You can contact the NRGTA through our Facebook page NRGTA or by emailing Bill Wells at
bwells7027@gmail.com.

18

